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"SOMF OF THE MOST IMAGINATIVE AND CREATIVE IDEAS ARE DEVELOPED UNDER TIGHT MONEY CONDITIONS" 



.Jack McNie 



Ontario Federation of Labour announces support for OFS 



OTTAWA (CUP) — The Ontario 
Federation of Labour (OFL) voted 
overwhelmingly to support the On- 
tario Federation of Students' cam- 
paign against Increased tuition 
fees and decreased student 
awards, at the OFL annual con- 
vention which ended here on No- 
vember 8. 

Support for the OFS position 
by the 1,200 labor union delegates 
followed an earlier endorsement 
from the OFL executive and from 
the Labor Council of Metropoli- 
tan Toronto. 
OFL policy calls for the ab- 

Mioo of tuition fees. In its an- 
nual presentation to the Oitario 
government last July, the OFL 
pointed out that the Increase In 
tuition costs would create hard- 
ship for many students. 

OFL secretary -treasurer 
Terry Meagher termed It grossly 
unfair to expect all citizens to 
support the cost of Institutions 
of higher learning through the 
present methods of taxation, yet 
bar the door of these institutions 
to the children of taxpayers with 
limited Incomes through higher 
tuition fees. 

The OFL will ask all Its af- 
filiates, through Ontario's 50 la- 
bor councils, to support the stu- 
dent unions in their campaign 
against the higher fee structure. 

The Federation also welcomed 
the OFS effort to give part-time 
students access to the Oitario 
Student Awards Program. The 
change wold particularly help 
union members who are upgrading 
their skills and education through 
adult education programs, anOFL 
statement said. 

The convention also called tor 
an annual meeting of all labor 
appointees to the governing bodies 
of Ontario universities and com- 
munity colleges. ' 

The move is designed to de- 



velop liaison between trade union* 
ists appointed to such governing 
bodies by the provincial govern- 
ment, develop a program for them 
to follow, and create a system 
of accountability. 

The government usually names 
token labor appointees to lenrt 
an appearance to representivlty 
to the governing bodies a*4 blunt 
charges that they are dominated 
by business interests. Labor 
bodies have no power to appoint 
representatives but they can 
suggest names to the government 

*Tm concerned whether these 
people are specified by Jh feder- 
ations of labor or the labor coun- 
cils, or whether they are Liberal 
or Conservative hacks in the la- 
bor movement who get their ap- 
pointments through political pa- 
tronage," John MacMiltan, direc- 
tor of organization for the Can- 
adian Union of Public Employees, 
said In an interview with CUP. 

"A lot of Investigation needs 
to be done," he said. "If these 
people got on there through po- 
litical patronage they have no 
responsibility to report back to 
labor bodies. Many labor rep- 
resentatives on city councils ac- 
tually work against labor behind 
the scenes." 

The OFL convention also called 
on the Ontario department of 
education to Include "In their 
approval list of textbooks only 
thosa that offer an objective treat- 
ment of the contribution trade 
unions made to the development 
of society". Delegates urged local 
labor Cornells to continue their 
efforts to get school boards to 
change "social study courses to 
Include a more balanced treat- 
ment of the subject" 

The move followed a report 
on school texts by the Ontario 
Institute of Studies In Education 
called "Teaching Prejudice", 



which showed the prevalance of 
unfavourable sterotypes In discus- 
sions of the labor movements. 

tn dealing with perhaps the 
OFL's most pressing concern, 
delegates established a task force 
to press for legislation outlawing 
strikebreaking In Ontario. 

Lewis savs 



The emphasis was on a cam- 
paign to win municipal support 
for the demand for legislation 
by the province. 

Delegates singled out Richard 
Grange and his Canadian Driver 
Pool strikebreaking Arm for con- 
demnation. A report presented to 



the OFL revealed that strikes, in 
which a company employed 
Grange's goon squad services, 
lasted three times as long as 
strikes which did not involve 
strikebreakers. 



Fees increase unjust 



"I hope that whatever action 
you will take, that you will stay 
united and fight this totally unjust 
action." These were the words of 
federal New Democratic Party 
leader, David Lewis, In response 
to questioning by Laurentlan stu- 
dents, concerning his position on 
the Ontario Federation of Stu- 
dents Referendum. 

Mr. Lewis went on to say: 
"I have thought and believed that 
the action of the Conservative 
government, in raising tuition 
fees, is a reactionary and retro- 



grade step which every pro- 
gressive person ought to con- 
demn.*' 

As an alternative to present 
student assistance programs, Mr. 
Lewis stated: "I think that there 
ought to be a massive policy of 
grants and scholarships and loans 
without the present burden." He 
said that the federal government 
should provide assistance to stu- 
dents directly. 

Mr. Lewis pointed out that the 
NDP feels that It is the federal 
government's responsibility to en- 



sure that all Canadians are able 
to attain a higher education. He 
added that massive federal asis- 
tance is necessary to enable 
underprlvillged areas to provide 
this education. However, he em- 
phasised that Ontario was not 
one of these area, and said that 
he was especially angry with Bill 
Davis because Ontario can afford 
to provide a higher education for 
its young people. 

Mr. Lewis spoke to a near 
capacity crowd in the Fraser Aud- 
itorium, last Tuesday afternoon. 
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and win a fair contract 
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Government reaction to students 




McNie not worried by student vote 



TORONTO (CUP) — Ontario 
minister of colleges snd univer- 
sities Jack McNie Isn't worried 
about thousands of post-secondary 
students withholding January fee 
Inst ailments. 

The October 11-12 Ontario Fed- 
eration of Students (OFS) refer- 
endum was like a "vote in front 
of the supermarket asking the cus- 
tomers if they want lower prices," 

McNie commented on October 13. 
The reierendum asked students 
if they supported OFS demands 
to repeal the recent $100 tuition 
fee increase ($39^50 for grad- 
uates} and to return the loan por- 
tion of student awards to $600 
from $800. 

Between 35 and 50 per cent of 
Ontario students voted in the ref- 
erendum, a high turnout for any. 
student election or referendum. 

About 75 per cent of those voting 
who had paid only their first fee 
installment, said they would sup- 
port the OFS by withholding their 
second term fee installments if 
negotiations with the government 
are unsuccessful. Ninety per cent 



If fees strike 



of those voting supported the basic 
OFS demands. 

McNie appeared to scoff at the 
OFS referendum and complaints. 

He claimed no negotiations have 
been held between OFS and the 
provincial government. "'Negoti- 
ating* - that is a word the OFS 

has been usinff," he said. 

OFS general co-ordlnatorCrai; 
Heron disputed this remark sayiny 
OFS has not been negotiating in 
any formal sense of labor- 
mjnagement negotiations becaus* 
It Is not a bargaining collective. 
However, he said, OFS represen- 
tatives did meet with former min- 
ister of colleges and universities 
George Kerr two days after the 
organisations demands wer* 
drawn up. They have also had a 
meeting with McNie and tried to 
have one with former provincial 
treasurer Darcy McKeough, who 
resigned from the cabinet the day 
of the meeting. 

It was "rather hard to meet 
with a constantly shifting admin- 
istration," Heron added. 

McNie also called for a doc- 



umentation of the hardships OFS 
charges the fee and loan increaser 

are causing. 

Some university student coun- 
cils are doing this, Heron said, 
and the OFS could easily do the 
same thing, but more Important 
to the issue are the cases that 
cannot be documented - those of 
students who have not returned 
to university because of the in- 
creases. 

Student pressure would be moi e 



Universities will close 



DOWNSV1EW (CUP) - The On- 
tario government will close down 
universities rather than retreat 
from fee increases under pressure 
of a tuition strike, colleges and 
universities minister George Kerr 

said September 21. 

Kerr was respoodlng to a crea- 
tion about the government's reac- 
tion to the second term fee strike 
being threatened by the Ontario 
Federation of Students (OFS). OFS 
will hold a referendum October 10- 
12 for students to decide if they 
will withhold their second tern. 

fees Installment. 

Kerr charged many full-time 
student politicians are organising 
the fee strike "to Justify their 
tots". He accused them of making 
"inaccurate" statements about 
government education policy. 

The minister was speaking to 
about 200 students at York Un- 
iversity* 

He said the provincial govern- 
ment Is "adopting a philosophy 
whereby the users of the univer- 
sity should pay more of its cost 

The recent tuition fee Increase 
would better balance the sources 
of university funding, he said. 
Taxpayers now support 80 «r 
cent of university expenditures, 
while students pay only 15 per 

cent, he added. 

But the minister said the ed- 
ucation budget has Increased and 
the two billion dollar expenditure 
represents a major portion of 
Ontario's five billion dollar bud- 
get. 

"We couldn't ask a man strug- 
gling to support a family to pay 
more for the cost of education, 
he said. That statement brought 
shouts from the audience that 



the government should increase 

taxation on the 4 ' corporate welfare 
bums" as demanded by New Dem- 
ocratic Party leader David Lewis* 
Kerr criticised the OFS claim 
that the tuition hike will hinder 
universal accessibility to higher 
education, saying there have been 
more applications for student aid 

this year. , 

He said the fee hike would not 
"deter tow and middle Income 
students from the goal of post- 
secondary education," and argued 
that since two out of every five 
students qualify for assistance 
"we're achieving the goal of pro- 
viding assistance to all strata of 

this society/' 
He claimed that aithoughtheloan 

ceiling for the Ontario Student. 
Award Program had been raised 
from $600 to $800, the Ontario 
program is still the most generous 
in Canada* He added that the age 
of independence had been lowered 

from 25 to 24. 

York president David Slater 
later pointed out that low income 
students do not enjoy the advantage 
of these loans because they don't 
reach university. He suggested 
changes were necessary in the 
whole system, not Just In postr 
secondary financing. 

Kerr pointed out that despite 
the fee increase, enrolment in 
the province's universities is up 
4.5 per cent thls-year, although 
the Increase Is less than the 6.7 
per cent the government had ex- 
pected. 

He said enrolment has gone up 
it the University of Toronto, Un- 
tversitv of Western Ontario, 
Queen's, and Cuelph, while only 
K Carleton and the University 
of Windsor nw :t declmec. 



effective if applied to the federal 
government, McNie suggested, 
calling for a nation-wide revie* of 
provincial student aid systems to 
be undertaken by the federal gov- 
ernment. 

"Students would be more 
credible If only they had a broader 
perspective," the minister added. 

Heron again responded saying 
students have pressured the fed- 
eral government and federal offic- 
ials have refused to meet with 



them. He also accused McMe of 

"shifting the blame to get th* 
pressure off himself." 

Should a fee boycott occur in 
January, the government would not 
urge any specific policies on the 
universities, McNie stated. Ht 
would leave universities and stu- 
dents to "work It out themselves". 

The OFS is holding a general 
meeting October 20-22 in Waterloo 

to discuss the referendum results 
and plan further action. 




Jack is always ready and eager to talk to students and hear their complaints 

McNie bores students 



reprinted from the Western Catette 

The Minister of Colleges and Universities, 
Jack McNie, met with representatives of the 
University Students' Council and Interested 
students Tuesday afternoon and failed to 
answer one question directly. 

Although McNie was challenged over and 
over on the controversial legislation the 
government has brought Into effect In the 
past two years, be refused to admit to the 
satisfaction of those present that these steps 
were in contradiction to the universal ac- 
cessibility philosophy heralded by Premier 

Bill Davis. 
"We should recognize bow far we have 

come," McNie said. 

A lot of students have had it with formal 
education by the end of Grade XHI " 

McNie offered two reasons tor the short- 
fall in university enrolment last September 
neither or which was the Increased cost of 
attaining a university education. 

"The grade Xin admissions are off. This 
accounts for about 25 per cent of the short- 
fall," McNie estimated. 

"There had been increases here in the 
past, but they ( grade Xm admissions) were 

down this year, T*e decline has art to." 
McNie alao attributed the shortfall to the 

increasing popularity of the Colleges of 

Applied Arts and Technology. 
"The university docs not com* up to the 

expectations of students," he said, offering 

an answer to the 6,000 to 7,000 university 

students that dropped out 



As a result of this, the universities are 
taking a closer look than ever before at the 
programs and courses offered at their In- 
stitutions, he said. 

McNie declined numerous times to outline 
the government's objectives in university 
planning. He said much of the future 
planning will depend on the final report of 
the Wright Commission on Post-secondary 
Education which is due to report later this 

month. 

McNie was of the opinion that most 
students were still able to continue their 
education even though the government had 
imposed tuition and loan Increases in the 
same year. 

He admitted, however, that it wasn't 
really a good Idea. 

He felt that the cutbacks in capital funds 
available to Ontario universities for ex- 
pansion of facilities would not have any ill 

effects. 

"Some of the most Imaginative and 
creative Ideas are developed under tight 
money conditions," be said. 

When asked about the legality of the 
withholding of the Ontario Student Award 
Plan (OSAP) cheques by the universities, 
McNie replied, "We'll see." 

He refiied further comment 

None of those present were satisfied with 
McNIe's responses. One student mumbled 
that he must have fantastic deputy minister. 
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THE STAFF OF THIS SPECIAL EDITION OF 
LAMBDA URGES ALL STUDENTS TO JOIN THE 
STRUGGLE AND W1TH0LD THEIR FEES! 
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INVOLVED. IN UNITY WE CAN WIN THIS 
STRUGGLE. 
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.j> Lambda Publications, an Independent association of the 
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All opinions are those of the editorial staff unless otherwise 
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Advertising Is accepted by the Central Advertising Bureau, 
Room L-221, R* D* Parker Btdg,, Laurentian University or 
Youthstream, 307 Davenport Rd*, Toronto, 180, Ontario* 
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THIS WLEK: THIS WEKK is th* effort of a collective m* 
revolutionary rnvjp of journalist who orcupiod and took 
ovrr this- stairt newspaper \r. tho a!:scenvi- of the I AVPDA 
est abli^l 1 1 i:(>nt *!;ar an? is: W\mlitr? at I hi* CUP National. 
Thanks to the efforts of Vaolst Mor, ^dependant Gill, 
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present crisis, THANKS' 
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The COPSE Report started the big screw 



By Lyn Downer 

They **y everyone deserves a 
good tarn, well, (he students of 
post secondary Institutions In On- 
tario got two or three real good 
turns this week* The Commission 
on Post Secondary Education In 
Ontario tabled a Draft Report, and 
the screw that the students have 
been getting for the past years Is 
threatening to burst out the other 
side due to a few too many turns. 

The Commission was established 
by an Order in Council in 19G9, 

and was to make recommendations 
to the government of Ontario re- 
garding the development of post 
secondary education over the next 
two decades. The task was to trans- 
late the concern of the public Into 
policy questions, and assemble the 
relevant Information according to 
their own values. The next task was 
to write a report, and write a 
report they did! 

Perhaps the first thing that should 
be pointed out about the draft is the 
cost* Irregardless of the value of 
the report, the cost was exhorbitant, 
and the breakdown of the same would 
bring an auditor to tears. The total 
cost was $1,370,000, of which 
$209,000 went towards Commission 
deliberations, collection of data and 
preparation consumed $624,000, 
publications cost $268,000, and pub- 
lic hearings, study visits, and so 
forth cost $269,000. Those so forths 
are becoming more and more ex- 
pensive. 

The Commission formulatedaset 
of principles by which to accomplish 
its goals and recommendations. The 
six principles Include universal ac- 
cessabllity, openness, diversity, 
flexibility, transferability and pub- 
lic account ability. With principles 
like these it is easily seen that the 
recommendations will be intense, 
if not radical in nature. 

As is usual In a government 
commission the recommendations 
are many and verbose, thus making 
a discussion of all virtually im- 
possible. Some of the more im- 
portant, however, must be dis- 
cussed, since the report win affect 
everyone of us. 

The first recommendation is that 
the Government of Ontario should 
provide socially useful alternatives 
to post secondary education. 
it should also provide viable paid 
alternatives to remaining Inschov.: 
The interesting part of this recom- 
mendation is that, assuming the 
Commission desires increased en- 
rolment, then why does It want 
to offer alternatives to remaining 
In school? Perhaps it Just wants 
to continue the present building 
scheme of erecting now buildings 
with no one to fill them. In any case, 
It seems like a contradiction. 

Recommendation number 4 isono 
of the more sane aspects of the 
report. It notes that formal pro- 
grams in Colleges and universities 
should be fully integrated with real 
opportunity in experience gained In 
practice outside formal institutions. 
Tills is an approach that has been 
long awaited, and would have been 
realized much sooner, had plain 
old common sense been used. 

In reading the draft report, one 
notices that there are some recom- 
mendations that seem to he a 
''irect violation of the Human Hiphts 
fevip of Ontario. Indeed, recorn- 
rrvndatlon number five points out 
that elementary, secondary, and 
post secondary teachers with non- 
. .I.ocl work experlonre should be 
:vi-n preference in hiring. The us* 
of the words "preference in hiring" 
reminds one of the words u, *hlte 
is mUrht" or "Fatly Arhucle is 
n pimp". All coloqulalisms of this 
.sort seem to defer the meaning 
of the phrase In the Human Kiiihts 
forte of Ontario which r-ad:; "Hir* 1 
on the l-asis of Vent". 

After reading the Draft Rrport 
n\w <:Hs Hie idea that coaii-o;* 
sense over the last few year:; would 



have made theCommlsslon's report 
unnecessary. Either that, or that 
the report thai was drafted la Just 
Common sense (in some parts) and 
the expense created by it was not 
necessary. Recommendation num- 
ber seven points out that all stu- 
dents who have been out of full 
time education for two yearsshould 
have the right to conditional ad- 
mission to post secondary Insti- 
tutions without formal require- 
ments. In effect, this Is what we 
have at present. What formal re- 
quirements does a mature student 
need, to enter a post secondary 
institution? Indeed, with theprosent 
rate of enrolment dropping, what 
formal requirements does a full 
time student need to enter a post 
secondary institution? Seems rather 
redundant I 

The Commission is concerned 
that all post secondary institutions 
should have parity of esteem. This 
quaint phrase simply means that 
all post secondary institutions 
should be equally important or ir- 
relevant as the case may be. The 
interesting part is that to make 
all institutions equal in esteem the 
Commission will have to change 
all the social myths or ideas about 
certain traditional Institutions, How 
can they hope to change the "same 

school as dad" idea that is present 

in our society? Until the nuclear 
family breaks down this trend will 
be very difficult, If not impossible 
to change. 

The Commission feels that the 
Institutions should be "different" 
but "equal". Someone should in- 
form the Commission that it Is 
very difficult to compare applos 
and oranges. How can the Com- 
mission hope the make the post 
secondary institutions equal if they 
are different? Where is the basis 
for the evaluation? 

Recommendations 17 and 18 deal 
with libraries in universities and 
colleges. It states that all citizens 
of Ontario should have access to 
libraries in educational institutions* 
Perhaps, if this recommendation 
is adopted, we will be able to re- 
move a book irom our library 
without going through a three part 
character Investigation and sub- 
mit! tmr to identification card ver- 
ification as if we had Just crossed 
the Berlin Wall, 

We wonder if the emphasis on 
libraries is to establish a system 
of library legitimizing so that the 
new University of Ontario will be 
able to boast of Its size merely 
by labelling existing libraries as 
part of It. U certainly seems strange 
that the public libraries that have 
been open to thepublicforcountless 
years, are now to be officially 
opened to the public by the Com- 
mission, It's like opening a door 
marked washroom to go to the 
washroom* One certainly doesn't 
need a Commission to telt him 
that the washroom Is for a specific 
use. Of course, with the present 
trend towards Commissions and 
Reports, It may become standard 
procedure in the near future. 

It is interesting to note that 
the Commission recommends the 
establishment of a number of small 
colleges with enrolment varying 
from 200 to 1000 students. We fondly 
remember the visit of that organ- 
izational genius John White, Min- 
ister of Colleges and Universities, 
who told us that a university was 
virtually useless unless It attained 
an enrolment of some n r 000 to 
t!O,C0C students. There Is a great 
variance H'lwen 1,000 and 20,000. 
If Mr. White is corrct, and it is 
doubtful, then the creation of these 
small universities would only in- 
crease I he numlw of institutions 
iliat an* a<w«spB;iMn'? nothhr. I 
roppose Dial t!<e Owmalrsf'M t#& 
alopted the plan of Jlir automotive 
Industry '-ailed ** plamu"! *#*- 
MrttvrwKi 1 ". Is :s a >.;t"f: fafA"n'i # 
tl:otji;!t, ai leaM it is planner 



Of course, the most radical 
change in education that was rec- 
ommended is that of the creation 
of the University of Ontario. This 
Institution will act as a fairy god- 
mother to the small colleges, and 
will be media oriented. It is 
modelled after experiments con- 
ducted In Europe and the United 
States. It Is always good policy 
to follow the experiments of others. 
We have already seen the advan- 
tages of following the experiments 
In Europe and the United States. 
Wo have made great technological 
advances In areaslikecrime, racial 
prejudice, and a tradition allied life- 
style. We should also not overlook 
the benefit of the advances we made 
by following Europe's experiments 
in aviation. Who will ever forget 
the Zepplin? Yes, there are definite 
advantages in folio wing the advances 
made in other countries. Besides, 
the Commission can seem to have 
done more work than It really has 
by adopting other countries' ed- 
ucational systems. 

It should also be pointed out 
that it did make some generally 
Intellectual recommendations. It 
has recommended that curriculums 
should be less lipid, that students 
should be able to enrol and with- 
draw without prejudice and that they 
should be able to enrol In two insti- 
tutions simultaneously. AH recom- 
mendations are to enable the stu- 
dent to broaden the scope of Ids 
education and make his learning 



process more flexible. It has also 
decided that Colleges of Applied 

Arts and Technology should be 
given degree granting privileges 

in their particular fields of en- 
deavour. It is reassuring to notice 
that the Commission did make some 
rather sane recommendations, 
however, if to gain these recom- 
mendations, we must accept the 
whole report, then It is better 
that we throw out the whole re- 
port. One advantage to ten dis- 
advantages is not a very equitable 

distribution. 

Perliaps the mostfrighteningpurt 

of the report Is the apparent con- 
tradictions. One recommendation 
Is that legislation should beenacteo 
to prevent discrimination in em- 
ployment because of attendance or 
non-attendance at educational 'in- 
stitutions. In the very next recom- 
mendation, chronologically, the 
commission says that the achieve- 
ment of performance criteria in 
the classroom should take prece- 
dence over the mere accumulation 
of course credits in teacher hiring. 
of course credits in teacner 
training. It would seem that it is 
a no no If industry hires on the 
basis of a proven work record, 
but it is alright If the educational 
institutions do it. 

It is reassuring to see that the 
Commission has taken the load of 
the mother off her back (or per- 
haps another erogenous tone would 
be more applicable), and put It 



directly on the shoulders of the 
educational institute. They recom- 
meod that there be a provision 
made for maternity leaves, tax 
relief for child care, and the 
creation of day care centres. ! 
hope I am not assuming too much, 
but I did think that there already 
was a provision made for mater- 
nity leave. The Commission does 
not seem to think so, therefore, 
money could be saved in the main- 
tenance area of our educational 
institutions. After all, if the Com- 
mission is correct, then we must 
be paying extra men for mainten- 
ance, because child bearing is a 
messy experience. Not to mention 
the chaos that it invariably causes 
when someone is forced to hav*> 
her child in the hall of an ed- 
ucational institution. 

1 have attempted to cover som- 
of the more interesting recommen- 
dations made by the Cornmlssiw: 
The area regarding Student award - 
was not covered because it Is rad - 
leal enough to deserve special men 
tlon. In order to better realize tl. 
scope of the recommendations mad 
by the Commission I would ad vis* 
that you read a copy of the Drcf 
Report. The report is availabl 
free from the Queen's Printer Book 
store, 880 Bay Street, Toronto, ! 
makes tor interesting reading, an 
Is a great cure for Insomnia. I* 
you read It, you will be able t 
understand those strange tightening 
feelings In your ear! 
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Students to purchase education says COPSE 



By Lyn Downer 



\ 



It is a popular misconception that 
schools are for students. The Com- 
mission on Post Secondary Ed- 
ucation has made It abundantly clear 
that It has no misconceptions In 

this area, and that post secondary 
institutions are really a business 
enterprise or Industry, 

The Commission points out that 
we have made attendance too at- 
tractive In post secondary .Insti- 
tutions because we have hidden 
the real costs of this education 
through the use of subsidy grants. 
The Commission notes that this 
has led to the comparative neglect 
of the total and unit costs of post 
secondary education. 

The Commission argues thai the 
educational system is tooattractlve 
at present, and that students are 
entering without any Idea of the 
costs involved. What do they suggest 
as a possibte alternative? Why, to 
Increase accessibility and make the 
system more equitable with regards 
to costs. Notice that they counter 
attractive attendance problemswith 
making attendance more accessible. 
If this sounds terribly contradictory 
then blfcme the Commission. It laid 
down the criteria and the suggested 

alternatives. 

The Commission resembles our - 
own department of Social Work 
in some areas. Both show an ex- 
treme tack of sympathy to the 
Human element. The Commission 
says, "If we wish to support med- 
ical research, for example. It cer- ' 
talnly should not be done on the 
basis of numbers of students In 
medical schools but on the basis 
ot our estimate of how much we 
value and need such work." Notice 
that the student is being ehaslttd 
again I Don't worry about the student 
that Is enrolled in the course, 
heavens no! If Qve or six commis- 
sioners have an extreme dislike 
for some-aspect of a course, then • 
discontinue it. 

The Commission has stated that . 
general! ted free* post, secondary 
eJucatlon would not solve the prob- 
lems of accessibility. If free ed- 
ucation would not enhance increased 
enrolment, then what the hell will? 
I have yet to experience difficulty 
in giving something away. 

The report seems to have rel- 
egated the educational system to 
a money making business. Even 
the particular terminology Is txis- 
Iness oriented, "By allowing the 
student to "purchase* more of his 
education rather than giving It to 
tUm "free*, student decisions as to 
what to 'buy* would help our in- 
stitutions to provide educational 
services that are more In keeping 
with what is really wanted. You 
must understand that you do not 
realize what you want unless yew 
tuy it The unfortunate part Is that 
there are very few suggestion de- 
partments Involved in this business/ 
indeed, what happens when you buy 
the commodity and are dissatisfied 
with it? Is there a purchase return 
department, or Is there no 
guarantee? Perhaps there will be 
a mill order system similar to 

Simpson's or Eaton's, 

The Commission points out that 

it finds faith In taxation as the 
sole Instrument of social justice 
excessively simplistic. It Is this 
excessively simplistic system that 
it Intends to use for repayment 
of loans. It also notes that taxation 
is a fairly blunt Instrument of 
social policy. This Is to show that 
it too Is informed as to the feelings 
or society In general. Whether so- 
ciety would pass taxation off as 
., a fairly blunt Instrument Is de- 
- batable, I have heard stronger terms 
i used todescribethlsarchalcsystem 
: of repayment, and they have been 
\ more explanatory! 

The Commission on Post 
| Secondary Education showed that 



It too, Is not free of prejudiced 
feelings. Indeed, It seems to have 
relegated itself to the ctass so- 
cieties of mld-Victorlan Britain, 
It pointed out in the report that 

fear of loans is preventing poor 
students from entering into post 
secondary education. It also In- 
dicates that people of lower In- 
come levels do not value an ed- 
ucation to the same extent as other 
consumer goods. That statement 
is a hland generalization, however, 
most of the recommendations follow 

this trend -of gene rail tali on. It ts 
reassuring to see that at least 
the Commission Is consistent. 

Tho Commission refused to 
return to the "elitist" past or to 
seek salvation In the Indiscrim- 
inate use of public subsidies. It 
also stated that it bellves in pro- 
viding equal opportunity to alt social 
classes. Again we have this class 
distinction. 

The report made various recom- 
mendations to changing the system 
of financial aid to students. The 
grant system as we know it will 
be changed. In fact, the grant has 
been virtually wiped out. If the 
total of a family's income is above 
the mean level for Oitario, that 
being $7,500, then the student Is 
not eligible for a grant. Note that 

two parents earning $3,000 per 
annum, and one siuaent earning 

$1,501, In the summer, would sur- 
pass the mean level, and the stu- 
dent would be Ineligible for a gran L 
The paradox of the whole Issik 
Is that if you are eligible for a 
grant, then it Is only applied for 
three years, since most post sec- 
ondary education is completed In 
this time. No doubt that the five 
or six students who will be eligible 
for a grant in Ontario win be pi eased 

to hear this. 

The new loan system that has 
been recommended is that the loans 

wilt be interest bearing, repayablt 
, as a fixed percentage of income, 
and forgivable after fifteen years. 
The reason given for the interest 
bearing loans is that the forme" 
interest free loans were being ex- 
ploited by unscrupulous persons 
who were playing the stock market. 
If people were playing the stock 
market with their loans, I would 
think that this shows individuality, 
good business sense, and a willing- 
ness to accept education outside 
the formal Institution. The Com- 
mission unfortunately, does not see 
it this way. 

The area that affects, or will 
affect, the student of post secondary 
institutions most drastically Is that 
of student awards. The new system 
of grant will virtually eliminate 
95% of those that presently re- 
ceive a grant. Tills means that 
next time these students will re- 
quire a larger loan. Since the loans 
are now Interest bearing, this moans 
that the government will be earning 
a substantial profit from the pro- 
posed student awards program. It 
looks as if the Commission will 
succeed In making post secondary 
institutions a money making pro- 
position. Perhaps it will sell fran- 
chises In the future, this way un- 
employed students could get in on 
this license to steal. 

There is one particular part of 
the recommendation that Is 
extremely difficult to comprehend. 
If the Commission wants to in- 
crease the accessibility to post 

secondary institutions then why all 
the stipulations regarding financial 
aid? It would seem that restricting 
grants and making loans interest 
bearing wilt dissuade students from 
entering universities and colleges. 
This will decrease the presently 
sliding enrolment and will not make 
the education more accessible. How 
can an institution be more 



We have seen that the Commis- 
sion has spent some $1,370,000 
for research and presentation of 
this report. I would question that 
this money might not have been 
put to better use by supplying it 
to the Department of Colleges and 
Universities for distribution to help 
equaJJxe the inequities of the pres- 
ent system. We have had the Hall- 
Dennis Report on education already 
and now this Commission has made 
a report. How much money is to 
be spent until something construc- 
tive is done to help the student 
of the post secondary Institution? 

With the current trend towards 



government inquiries and commis- 
sions it is entirety possible, that 
we will see even more and more' 
commissions. The disturbing part 
Is that the reports always seem 
to be trite. The only thing that 
comes strongly through when 
reading the report Is the arrogance 
towards the student. Perhaps the 
members of the Commission have 
some extreme dislike for students, 
because from the recommendations 
It would seem that the student 
is to be stepped on again. 

The important question to bo 
asked regarding the recommen- 
dations made by the Commission 



on Post Secondary Education, Is 
that, regarding the status of our 
schools. Is It the Intention of the 
.Commission to make the institutions 
a business venture? If the student 
is to be relegated to the role 
of a consumer of that rather 
obscure commodity called educa- 
tion, then what happens to the grand 
scheme If the bottom falls out of 
tho market? What happens if the 
student decides not to buy? In Ugh* 
of the recommendations made by 
the Commission It would seem ad- 
visable that this is the coora* 
the student should take. So to you, 
student, don't buy until the price* 
are reduced for quick sale. 







I'm glad to see that you young people have chosen 
to protest non-violently. It shows you're dvilited 
Now get out. 



learning 
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accessible if tuition increases and 
financial aid Is more difficult to 
obtain? Yet another contradiction. 



Yes friends, your oegree is the key to a good paying job! Just walk into 
any business office, flack down your diploma and watch them ooh and aahll 
So stay In school, get a good education, you owe it to yourself and your country!! 
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by Qtel A. Undenburger 

In the current scene, student vs. Gov- 
ernment, there is a complete mis- 
understanding of what constitutes the Un- 
iversity, yet if you listen long enough and 
stop thinking you will, as have our dealers, 
accept the definition put forth by the ad- 
ministration. The president has stated along 
with our avid politicians, 1 mean hero of 
course our campus dealers, that the current 
Impass In negotiations over the fees Issue 
etc., Is between the students and the govern- 
ment. In the same breath Mr. Ed stands up 
and says If you don't pay your fees the Un- 
iversity, being In the middle, will get hurt. 
If the students are at one end of the dichotomy 
and the government at the other then what 
is left in the middle Is the faculty, the 
maintenance staff etc and the buildings. So 
by the president's own admission the Un- 
iversity in this case is composed of every- 
thing except students* What In fact dear Mr. 
Ed has asked us to protect Is the faculty 
and the buildings. If this Is not done he 
adds then we (meaning of course his concept 
of the university) wilt be unable to meet 
our contractual oblJgaUons and that further- 
more we (who the hell are you kidding. We) 
will be unable to pay our cleaning staff etc. 
In other words If you nasty students don't 
pay up then you will make all these people 
suffer and It win not be the university's 
fault* Bullshit! The faculty via senate's 
decision to raise tuition fees brought on 
these possible consequences and hence any 
moral consideration Is a consideration of 
faculty morality and not student morality. 
What do you think Cragg? Did the Senate 
with its philosopher king, the Right Dishon- 



ourable Gary Clarke make a decision with 
consequences In. view, (we are eapected to) 
or did they Just perform on the basis of 
fear? In either case It Is the faculties 
of the faculty that constitute the problem 
and not one that Ed Monahan should be- 
labour us with. 

I do not condone the action of the col- 
lective dealership for inviting either Mr. 
Ed or Dave Pearson. The short slghtedness 
of the student dealers can be simply ex- 
cused when considering the source, but 
the fact that Ed Monahan appeared and 
presented the type gf arguments used Is 
Inexcusable. If this man does not recognize 
what his appearance at a student meeting 
implies then he too Is very short-sighted. 
Surely you must reallie Ed that In a hier- 
archy It Is only natural that those In the 
lower strata will more often than not accept 
the views of the top man (your V.P. did 
In figuring out the new payroll procedures). 
I further do not condone you using your 
position as a psychological lever in asking 
us to be responsible etc. In an affair you 
acknowledge is strictly between us and the 
government and hence Is no concern of 
your faculties. To ask us to work together 
with those people who placed us In the 
present situation is totally absurd. My 
answer, let the bastards rot, we arel 

As for our student dealers and their 
Idea of a trust fund I find no Justification. 
This would only assure the faculty that 
they get their money. To withhold fees 
means precisely that. WITHHOLD! Go soend 
the money do anything, ibutgivelttoa member 
of what Mr. Ed so modestly called the 
university. Yes someone may get hurt, but 
out of this may possibly come a union, 



something tong overdue. As for us, there 
can oe no hurt It we commuted ourselm 
to an action that entails withholding fees. 
In ,the academic world of abstraction 
everything Is possible. We can no longer 
accept this. To turn the concept of with- 
holding into an abstraction opens up all 
kinds of debate as to the feasibility of 
withholding fees from the treasury and 
paying into a trust fund or some other 
situation In which no one will get hurt* 
Screw the humanitarian politicians who see 
nothing but being recorded as "the leaders". 
Someone wfli get hurt only If we think 
in those terms. We can no longer talk 
with those people who define for us what 
is rational and Irrational. We must de- 
velop and use our own structures and not 
negotiate within the abstract world of the 
administration. 

There is as yet one other point that must 
be challenged. Mr. Ed has stated that OSAP 
can only be returned to the government 
If, and only If, Intent to withhold fees can 
be clearly proven in each case. I'm sure 
our political leaders can figure out a way 
to manoiever by this. If they can't one 
wonders how they ever fooled people Into 
voting them into office. As for proving 
intent, this becomes a matter for the courts 
to decide and not for the administration, 
or should 1 say the university. 

To develop any scheme which "a priori" 
admits the fact that fees win be paid im- 
mediately or in the future, has no cred- 
ibility. The government is already well 
aware of the student discontent. The only 
possible way we can challenge the yjoven- 
nurnt and Its faculties Is to withhold ft as 
to the point of disrupting its faculties* 
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University Education 



Can Lead To A Promising Future 



V 



The Ontario Government offers the prospective student a program of universal 
accessahility with these features to assare all of a worry free education. 



I 



V 




1. $100 FEE INCREASE IMMEDIATELY, WITH 
ACCELERATING INCREASES UNTILL THE 
LOWER CLASS TYPES ARE WEEDED OUT OF 
OUR HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, 

Z, INCREASE IN LOAN PORTION OF STUDENT 
AID TO $800 MINIMUM WITH ACCELERATING 
INCREASES TILL THE GRANT PORTION IS 

COMPLETELY ELIMINATED. 

3. THE RETURN OF THE UNIVERSITY TO AN 
UPPER CLASS INSTITUTION - "EDUCATION 
IS A PRIVELIGE, NOT A RIGHT". 
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